Vision Document #4 – Jesus Focused
 
The first of six core values for The Well is being Jesus Focused. Core values identify what is most important, defining, and characterizing about a church. They guide the internal culture and behavior of its leaders, members, and all functions and operations. They are to be the most deeply ingrained cultural cornerstones. When people observe our church, we hope they will take away that which we are establishing as most important.
 
We choose to keep our focus on Jesus because everything is all about Him. Jesus Christ is the center of the universe, all of history, and all of eternity. He holds everything together. All of creation is for Him and will be rendered to Him. The Holy Spirit and the Scriptures testify about Jesus. Jesus is the exact representation of God the Father. He deserves the spotlight. He deserves the most attention. He deserves the highest priority in all things. 
 
When we see Jesus clearly, we see God clearly and our whole body and life will be full of His light. Clear focus on Jesus leads to effectiveness in personal holiness, fruitfulness, and endurance. Helping people focus on Jesus is a solid strategy for successful ministry. 
 
We realize that, even in church, it is extremely easy to let our focus deviate from Jesus. We are susceptible despite all of our greatest intentions and efforts. It is usually the good things that steal our focus from the best things. So it is in churches. We can easily let the good things, things that Jesus cares about deeply, take the spotlight off of the best thing which is Jesus Himself. We can become more devoted to our various causes, concerns, and stances than we are devoted to Jesus Himself. We can believe the myth that focusing on those good things will make Jesus happy and proud of us. Or that we are letting Jesus down if we do not focus on the various good things.
 
As churches endeavor to achieve and accomplish the assignments given in scripture and given by the Holy Spirit, they can easily shift the focus to what we do for Jesus. We can easily become a Bible study focused church, a good doctrine and theology focused church, a justice seeking church, a poor feeding church, an evangelism focused church, a holiness and good character seeking church, a community serving church, a worship and prayer focused church, spiritual gifts practicing church, a missionary to the nations focused church, and so on. While all these things are good and important, they are not the primary focus. And if we focus on those things instead of Jesus, we can miss Jesus altogether. On the contrary, if we focus on Jesus, we can successfully and rightly achieve all of the other things as well.
 
If our focus drifts from Jesus Himself, the underlying message can easily become, “do this because Jesus wants you to,” or, “be this because Jesus wants you to.” Strangely, the focus veers back to people, which leads to all sorts of unhealthy places such as legalism, pride, false humility, justice for appearance’s sake, humanism, self-centeredness, powerless Christianity, and more. Additionally, the unbelieving world will applaud and pressure the church to focus on good deeds, rather than Jesus Christ. Keeping the focus on Jesus is not easy. 
 
At The Well, we want to help people focus on Jesus Himself. Therefore, we are first and foremost Jesus Focused. "For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake (2 Corinthians 4:5)."


