Vision Document #7 – Spirit-Led

The fourth of six core values at The Well is that we are Spirit-led. We joyfully submit to the Holy Spirit as He leads us as a corporate church family and as individual members.
 
The Holy Spirit is God’s personal presence. He has been present for all of eternity and working throughout all of history. He was present at creation, moving throughout the Old Testament, anointing Jesus with power at the incarnation, raising Christ from the dead, poured out on believers at the Pentecost, and empowering the church ever since. He is not a trend, fad, publicity stunt, or preference. He is not similar to or synonymous with any other spirit. And He is not an impersonal force, energy, vibe, nor feeling. He is eternal. He is Holy. He is a person. He is God.
 
As part of the triune Godhead, God the Holy Spirit is ontologically the same as God the Father and God the Son, but He is different in role and function. He reveals, convicts, reminds, gives gifts, anoints, empowers, leads, comforts, helps, seals, sanctifies, produces fruit, and indwells. He glorifies the Son, enables people to be born again, and fills believers with His presence. Yet, tragically, He is often forgotten, overlooked, or avoided, even by His own people.
At The Well, we deliberately place paramount value on Holy Spirit by worshiping Him, making space for Him, yielding to Him, teaching about Him, and simply enjoying Him. We reverently honor Him by treasuring His presence, His voice, and His leading above everything else. Though He is powerful as the wind, He is also gentle like a dove. We carefully make a safe place for Him to rest.
 
We aim to do everything at The Well by the leading of Holy Spirit. We presume that He is always interested and always has something to say. We yield to His wisdom above human wisdom, His perspective over common sense, and His approach over any personal expertise or experience. We invite Him into all conversations, meetings, decisions, sermons, counsel, advice, endeavors, ministries, small groups, etc. We expect Holy Spirit to breathe on the words of Scripture and the words of Scripture to explain Holy Spirit. We do not use the Bible as a means to contain Holy Spirit like a box or prison, but rather we anticipate the explosive marriage of the Word and the Spirit.
 
We teach all children of God, young and old, to lean into the Holy Spirit, to experience His peace, to wait and watch for Him, to discover His voice, to submit to His pruning, to rely on His grace, and to deeply enjoy every moment with Him. We help people identify the voice of Holy Spirit in their own life and follow through on His promptings. We help people desire spiritual gifts, walk in spiritual discernment, and interpret signs and wonders. We teach people not to grieve or quench Him. Like crossing a bridge, we also help people overcome indifference, reluctance, excessive caution, inexperience, and uneducatedness in the ways of the Spirit.
 
We follow Holy Spirit with an attitude of love and humility toward other people (1 Cor 13). We realize that the church is most edified when we avoid selfish motives and ambition. We also accept responsibility and accountability for all human endeavors in the Holy Spirit. Though He is perfect, we humbly recognize that the human faculty must participate in the process of revelation, interpretation, illumination, application, and execution. We admit that there is no error in Him, but much room for error with us. We do not control other people with what we believe Holy Spirit spoke to us. Rather, we honor the Holy Spirit inside of all believers.
